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WHAT WOULD HAPPEN???? 

 
…if Roe vs. Wade and Doe vs. Bolton, the cases that 
legalized abortion throughout the country in 1973, were 
to be overturned? 
      Only seven states (Arkansas, Louisiana, Michigan, 
Oklahoma, Rhode Island, South Dakota, and Wisconsin) 
would have enforceable laws on the books that would 
ban abortion. These states represent less than 10 
percent of the U.S. population.  
     In Michigan, the principal pre-Roe statute prohibited 
performance of an abortion on a pregnant woman 
“unless the same shall have been necessary to preserve 
the life of such woman.”  The pre-Roe statutes have not 
been repealed, and would be enforceable if Roe v. 
Wade were overruled. 
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