Right to Life of Michigan Endorses Bills to
Protect Women from Abortion Coercion

Right to Life of Michigan offered its enthusiastic
endorsement of a package of hills introduced in the state
legislature in March designed to address the pervasive
problem of women being coerced into having abortions.

Evidence has been accumulating over the years showing
that many women do not freely choose abortion. The
ground-breaking legislation proposed would provide a wide
range of protections to alleviate undue pressures on women
in an already challenging situation.

“Over the years I've received anguished calls and letters
fromwomen who were pressured to have abortions. Now
there is hard evidence supporting this coercion. Studies
have shown that the number one cause of death among
pregnant women is homicide,” RLM president Barbara
Listing said.

“Most often the child's father has failed in pressuring the
mother to abort, so he turns to violence. But for every case
of homicide, there are untold numbers of cases where
domestic violence occurs, or other threats forcing women to
choose abortion before the situation escalates to deadly
results.”

Academic studies from the United States and Canada show
many women seeking abortions have previously or are
presently threatened by physical or sexual abuse. The
pressure to abort comes in many forms, including parents
threatening their minor daughters with grave consequences
if they do not abort.

The five-bill package identifies very specific types of
coercion from physical violence to financial blackmail. The
bills will require abortion providers to expressly screen for
these types of coercion and refer women who are under
such threats to either a domestic violence shelter or local
law enforcement.

“Everyone agrees that no woman should be pressured to
have an abortion.  If we are all committed to truly protecting
women's rights and reducing abortions, then this initiative
should be broadly supported by people on both sides of the
abortion issue,” Listing concluded.
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Take my hand, not my life.




Muskegon County Right to Life
In Loving Memory or Honor of ...
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On Wednesday, April 26, 2006, Right to Life of Michigan *
will hold its annual Legislative Day at the Lansing Center .
in downtown Lansing. The day offers a great opportunity
for the prolife citizens of Michigan to learn about current
prolife legislation, get lobbying tips, and meet their state n ) "
legislators. For more information, go to: www.rtl.org .y §
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